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International Seminar,  Turin May 2008

Memory 2.0

museums and memorials

from monumental to virtual
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Partners:

Center for Holocaust Studies - Jagellonian University, Krakow (Uniwersytet Jagiellonski), Polska

Centre d’Histoire de la Résistance et de la Déportation de Lyon, France

Istituto Italiano di Cultura a Cracovia, Polka

Joods Museum Van Deportatie en Verzet, Mechelen, België

Mémorial de la Shoah, Paris, France
Miejsce Pamięci i Muzeum Auschwitz -  Birkenau, Oswiecim, Polska
Univesidade Popular do Porto, Portugal  

Organisers:

Museo Diffuso della Resistenza, della Deportazione, della Guerra, dei Diritti e della Libertà

Associazione Acmos

Istituto piemontese per la storia della Resistenza e della società contemporanea “Giorgio Agosti”

Conference location:

Salone d’Onore, Facoltà di Architettura II – Castello del Valentino: 14 May 2008

Museo Diffuso della Resistenza: 15 and 16 May 2008

Scientific Committee:

Ersilia Alessandrone Perona, President of the Museo Diffuso, director of the Istituto piemontese per la storia della Resistenza e della società contemporanea “Giorgio Agosti”
Alberto Cavaglion, Istituto piemontese per la storia della Resistenza e della società contemporanea “Giorgio Agosti”

Mariachiara Giorda, Acmos

Daniele Lupo Jalla, President ICOM Italia

Guido Vaglio, Director of the Museo Diffuso della Resistenza

Co-ordination:

Francesca Toso

During the seminar the Museum spaces will be available for:

1. the display of printed, paper-based material;

2. one or more computer stations;

3. continuous projection of presentation film clips.

We therefore propose to the visitors to bring information and prepare a CD presentation of their museum/institution.

Memories are not static, they evolve and change with every generation, and museums and other forms of representation must listen to and encourage this process

 K. Walsh

On the question of memory today we must come to terms with a symbolical cultural rift: an increasing gap, not only in time but also in emotive response.

In the last ten years a new generation of history museums has emerged bringing innovations in language and communication, forms of cultural mediation and concepts for the museums themselves. In the future museums and memorials will lack the eye-witnesses of the period, and will therefore rely more on new technology and grand scenography.

Although their remains a strong civil and moral attachment to the symbols of the past and to the idea of the shrine, many institutions lack an actual collection or specific documents and are therefore drawn to the alternative of arousing emotion using carefully chosen museographic presentation. Museums of memories, thoughts and ideas, exhibited through increasingly technological and scenographic displays which make up for the absence of objects and material.

However the delicate balance between sanctification and spectacular impact may easily be upset. We think it is important to know how influential the roles of architecture, scenography and multimedia mediation are in cultural and didactic projects, and on the other hand assess the risk that the new forms of language and technology, while accentuating the communicative potential of the contents, may sometimes overshadow them.

This seminar should be an opportunity for addressing some of the problems connected with tools for communication and for representation in these memorials and museums. 

14 MAY 2008

Salone d’Onore, Facoltà di Architettura II – Castello del Valentino 6.00 pm

What means are there for handing down memory? A historian and an architect discuss the possible directions for remembrance: from research in storiography what paths should be taken to reach an appropriate museum application.

Welcome by the hosting Institutions

Gianni Oliva, Assessore alla Cultura, Regione Piemonte

Valter Giuliano, Assessore alla Cultura, Provincia di Torino

Fiorenzo Alfieri, Assessore alla Cultura e al 150° dell’Unità d’Italia
Presented by:

Ersilia Alessandrone Perona, President of the Museo Diffuso di Torino
Chairman:
Rocco Curto, President of the Department of Architettura II, Politecnico di Torino
Contributions

Georges Bensoussan, historian and director of the Revue d’histoire de la Shoah 

Serena Maffioletti, architect and professor at the University of IUAV - Venezia

15 MAY 2008

Museo Diffuso   9.00 am

Registration

9.30 am – 1.00pm

A lexical consideration: the word “memorial” from the past to the present

In the classical as much as in the modern tradition the word “memorial” has taken on very different meanings. It does not necessarily precede the concept of “museum”, although, as from the present age, conservation of past experiences and the handing down of knowledge have led to the two terms coming close together or even overlapping. In this first session of the conference, historians of ancient and of contemporary eras, experts in the history of museums and Italian specialists will compare experiences, beginning with the definition of the word “memorial” and of its many diverse applications in figurative art, in monuments and in works of literature (see detailed programme attached).

Chairman

Daniele Jalla, Director of Museum Services – Municipality of Torino; President ICOM Italia

Contributions

Alberto Cavaglion, Istituto piemontese per la storia della Resistenza e della società contemporanea “Giorgio Agosti”
Elena Della Piana, Politecnico di Torino
Vincenzo Padiglione, professor of Cultural Anthropology, Università di Roma 1

Annalisa Tota, lecturer in Sociology of cultural and communicative processes, Università sd Roma 3
2.30 – 4.30 pm

Memory inscribed in places: memorials and museums in evolution
In recent times much has been done on the relationship between museography and places of remembrance. In this second session of the conference the link between Museum and remembrance site will be examined in every diverse aspect: in its linearity, and in the inevitable conflict which is generated between an institution, the museum, relishing its glorious past, and a category, the remembrance site, which came under the consideration of historiography only after the collapse of ideologies, in the age in which memory through conservation of the past began to challenge the hegemony of history. All over Europe the conception of Museum and Memorial seems to be in continuous evolution. In Italy too, as had happened earlier with Museums of the Risorgimento, the sites associated with the second world war, exhibition  displays are being constantly revised because they can no longer accommodate the transformations dictated by new horizons of historiography. The experience of the conflict itself, themes like violence against civilians or the struggle for freedom, according to the latest research on historiography, impose changes which the major European museum institutions are accepting. 

Chairman 

Claudio Dellavalle, President of the Istituto piemontese per la storia della Resistenza e della società contemporanea

Contributions

Paolo Pezzino, Università degli Studi di Pisa

Thomas Lutz, director, Die Topographie des Terrors, Berlin

Denis Peschanski, Directeur scientifique adjoint Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Paris

Luca Zevi, Museo della Shoah, Roma

Guido Morpurgo, Memoriale della Shoah, Milano

Ersilia Alessandrone Perona, Guido Vaglio, Studio N!03, Museo Diffuso della Resistenza di Torino

Jacques Fredj, director, Mémorial de la Shoah, Parigi
Ward Adriaens, director, Joods Museum Van Deportatie en Verzet, Mechelen, België
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16 MAY 2008

Museo Diffuso   10.00 – 12.30

European Memory Geoblog

Geoblog: this is an on-line participatory map of the remembrance sites in Europe: an interactive context for exploring and trying out the idea of Europe united by language and sensitivity towards new media. Already tried out in Turin in 2006, the geoblog is a new virtual public space, where the talking is done by the places and the people moving through them.
Chairman 

Carlo Infante, journalist and export in new media

Contributions 

Germano Paini, Thinking Loci: designer and export in IT cataloguing 

Marco Tabbia, Performing Media Lab

Mariachiara Giorda, Associazione Acmos – Memory train project

Agnieszka Sadecka, Center for Holocaust Studies - Jagellonian University, Krakow 

Manuel Loff, professor of contemporary history, FLUP, Faculdade Letras Universidade  Popular do Porto

2.00 – 6.00 pm

Workshop

Evolving didactic mediation in remembrance sites

Is it possibile to “teach the war”? Can there be any subject as sensitive and at the same time as central in the history of the 20th century? Memorials and museums of the Resistance and deportation have for many years now been backing up their traditional role with an attempt at didactic mediation: setting up history laboratories, guided tours, assistance and organisation of Remembrance Trips, publishing guides for students, questionnaires, leaflets of various kinds. No common committee has ever been instituted to bring these experiences together, to be compared and put into a circuit of information that aids the flow of communication and transfer of experience. This session of the conference aims to offer this opportunity to those responsible for education in museums of history of the 20thC.

Chairman 

Vincenzo Simone, Department of Cultural Heritage Education, Municipality of Torino
Introduction

David Meghnagi, director of the International Master in didactics of the Shoah

Contributions

Nadia Baiesi, Fondazione Scuola di Pace di Monte Sole, Marzabotto (BO)
Simona Bezzi, Istituto storico di Modena
Stéphanie Boissard, Maison d’Izieu
Alessandra Chiappano, Fondazione della Memoria, Milano

Laura Fontana, Direttore dell’Istituto storico della Resistenza di Rimini

Alessandra Fontanesi, Istoreco, Reggio Emilia
Marzia Luppi, Fondazione Fossoli, Carpi (MO)

Alessandra Minerbi, Fondazione Centro di Documentazione Ebraica Contemporanea, Milano
Elisa Ferrero, Associazione Acmos, Torino
Gemma Luzzi, Museo storico della Liberazione, Roma



At 6 pm talk by Luciano Canfora, professor of Greek and Latin Philosophy at the University of Bari


“Memory and amnesty in the classical world”
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